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Statistical Data Sources

- Romanian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

- The Romanian National Institute of Statistics

- Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

- Farm Accounting Data Network (Eurostat / europa.eu)

- Eurostat Reports

- Previous scientific researches



The approach of society to small farms

• Agricultural land (% of land area) in Romania was reported at 60.13% in 
2015, according to the World Bank development indicators.

• Romania has a long tradition in family farming, the farm representing 
the pillar on which the Romanian society developed. 

• Family farm activities are not limited to agriculture. They also comprise 
important social activities for the community and family, preserve 
traditions and crafts, attract rural tourism and agrotourism, and help 
to protect the environment through extensive agricultural practices. 

• After the First World War, Romania became one of the largest 
producing countries of agricultural commodities in Europe, exporting 
mostly maize, wheat and other grains (Romanian Government, fao.org, 
2019). 



1. Romanian Government approach 
toward small farms

• “In order to ensure the viability of Romania’s farms and since their
majority is small, we had to target our support tools in their direction.
We found that by supporting family farms, not only did we solve social
issues related to unemployment, but we are also able to connect the
people working in production to market tools. Not to mention that
they were able to standardize their production so they could sell it on
the European (international) market as well. ...

• Great importance was given to the diversification of production, in
order to ensure their revenues all year round.”

(Romanian Government, fao.org, 2019)



2. United Nations approach toward 
small farms

• “There are an estimated 500 million family farms in the world, representing 
more than 90 percent of all farms. They are essential to our way of life, 
producing the bulk of our food and serving as the foundation of agriculture and 
the rural economy. Family farmers hold the key to a more sustainable future.

• Building on the achievements of the International Year of Family Farming 2014, 
the United Nations declared 2019–2028 to be the Decade of Family Farming.

• Support to smallholders and family farms is one of the four regional priorities 
of FAO in Europe and Central Asia, where FAO aims to improve policy 
development, sustainable agricultural production and rural livelihoods while 
reducing rural poverty. 

• Often, land fragmentation hampers development of the rural economy. It is a 
common problem of many countries in Europe. Small and scattered agricultural 
plots should be addressed through integrated efforts at land consolidation while 
ensuring access to land for smallholders.” (United Nations, fao.org, 2019)



Density of the land fragmentation in Romania
Studiu potentialul dezvoltarii, madr.ro, 2015



3. Different authors approach toward small farms
• “…the large number of 

small-scale holdings is an 
important source of 
economic, cultural, social, 
and natural strength for 
Romania.

• Romanian farm sizes cover 
a wide spectrum, 
influenced by land use. 
Very large corporate farms 
are concentrated mostly in 
South and East. Although 
family farms are found in 
great numbers all over 
Romania, they are found in 
their highest numbers, and 
in the most typical 
traditional small-scale 
farmed landscapes, in the 
northern and central parts 
of Romania.” (Page and 
Popa, 2013)





Key Romanian Agricultural Statistical Indicators
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Economic Dimension of Romanian Farms (SO)
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THE SIZE OF ROMANIAN HOLDINGS 
1. 2.8 million holdings (71%) are 

under 1 ha in size. They account 
for 5 m ha, 35% of UAA.

2. 1.04 million holdings (27%) are 
between 1-10 ha, regarded as 
semi-subsistence farms, listed 
in the Farm Register and eligible 
for area-based payments. They 
account for 3.1m ha, 21.2% of 
UAA, and mostly produce 
primary products for home 
consumption. These farms are 
estimated as producing 25-30% 
of national food consumption.

3. 60,000 farms (1.6% of 
Romanian holdings) are 
between 10-100 ha. They cover 
1.49m ha (10% UAA)

4. Only 12,000 farms, 0.3% of 
holdings, are commercial 
operations over 100 ha which 
cannot be considered too large 
as family farms: they occupy 
34% of UAA. 

(Page and Popa, 2013)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

< 1 ha

1 - 10 ha

10 - 100 ha

> 100 ha

Analyse of sizes of Romanian farms

% UAA % farms



Type of holdings (with / without legal 
personality)
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• One third (32.7 %) of the 
EU’s agricultural holdings 
(here-on termed ‘farms’) 
were located in Romania 
in 2016, much more than 
any other Member State;

• This distribution pattern 
was particularly clear in 
Romania, nine in every 
ten farms (91.8 % or 3.1 
million farms) were 
smaller than 5 ha, but the 
0.5% of farms of 50 ha or 
more in size farmed one 
half (51.1 %) of all the 
UAA in the country.

• Although Romania 
accounted for about one 
third of the EU’s farms, it 
accounted for only 3.3 % 
of the EU’s standard 
output (see Figure 2.1.2).

Source: Agriculture statistics UE - Eurostat, europa.eu, 2018)



Agricultural area, by use
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Average area per holding (ha)



Average area per farm
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Employment in agriculture



Labor and land agricultural 
productivity
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Age of farm managers by farm size, 
percent
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A very diversified production



Thank you for your 
attention!
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